
 

May 19, 2014 

 
 

Application Decision-making 
Mississippi Charter School Authorizer Board 

 



MCSAB and application decision-making 

• Establish and oversee a high quality 
application evaluation process 

• Consider recommendations, analysis, 
evidence 

• Authorize high quality charter schools, 
particularly schools designed to expand 
opportunities for underserved students 
– Approve quality applications that meet 

criteria for approval 
– Deny weak or inadequate applications 
 
 



2014 application evaluation process 

Letters of 
Intent Due 
January 22  

Application 
Deadline 
March 14 

Completeness 
and Eligibility 

Review 

Comprehensive 
Evaluation 

Application 
Decisions 

June 2 

• 31 letters of 
intent received 
 

•Applicant 
orientation 
sessions hosted 
by MCSAB and 
NACSA  

• 12 applications 
received 

•Conducted by 
MCSAB and 
NACSA 

 
• 3 applications 

complete and 
eligible 

• Independent 
evaluations (April) 
 

• Capacity interviews 
(May 8) 
 

• Public hearings (May 
20-22) 
 

• Recommendation 
reports (May 29) 



Preparing for application decisions 

Board members should review 
the following* before June 2: 
• Application executive 

summaries 
• Due diligence report for 

experienced operator 
(RePublic Schools) 

• NACSA recommendation 
reports 
 
 

Additional evidence: 
• Complete applications  
• Public hearings 
• Video recordings of capacity 

interviews 
 

* Materials will be uploaded to application ‘electronic binders’ on Dropbox 





Application deliberations 

• RFP Committee members lead discussion 
of each application 
– Overview of the proposal 
– Application recommendation (review 

recommendation report, noting Committee 
alignment/opposition with independent 
evaluators)  

– Motion to adopt the recommendation 
– Questions and discussion 

• MCSAB approves or denies applications 
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